GEORGE THE THIRD
You will remember [wrote the King] that before the recess, I
strongly advised you not to bind yourself to bring forward a
proposition for restoring tranquility to North America, not from
any absurd ideas of unconditional submission my mind never
harboured; but from foreseeing that whatever can be proposed,
will be liable, not to bring America back to a sense of attachment
to the Mother Country, yet to dissatisfy this Country, which has
in the most handsome manner chearfully [sic] carried on the contest,
and therefore has a right to have the struggle continued, untill
convinced that it is in vain.
Once again North's convictions overrode the royal advice.
Yet there was no resentment from George's side: when the
conciliation measures were before Parliament he wrote to
congratulate North on the successful way in which they were
being received in the Commons.
The breach with France, announced in the Commons in
March, brought with it all sorts of political recriminations.
Why had the Government allowed it to be effected? Now,
owing to their incornpetency, the country was in peril of invasion.
The Eang himself faced the new situation calmly, even when its
seriousness was emphasized by North's renewed efforts to per-
suade him to agree to a change of Ministry. On March 15th
North wrote to advise the King to take Chatham in his place.
Lord North feels that both his mind and body grow every day more
infirm and unable to struggle with the hardships of these arduous
times but he could reconcile himself to this state of misery as far as
affects himself, if he did not see that his Majesty and the Nation
were in most imminent danger of suffering the greatest evils by
reposing so much in a person who is not equal to the execution of
the trust.
But George replied that while he was prepared always to con-
sider North's recommendations it was his-6 sole wish' to retain
him at the head of the Government.
I am willing [wrote the King] through any Channel to accept any
description of person that will come devotedly to the support of
your administration and as such do not object to Lord Shelburne
and Mr Barre who personally perhaps I dislike as much as Alderman
Wilkes, and I cannot give you a strong proof of my desire to forward
any thing you wish than taking this unpleasant step.
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